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Welcome to another edition of the PYP newsletter
Dear Parents,

It is with great pleasure that we bring to you the second edition of the PYP newsletter. The PYP at BIS 

buzzes throughout the year  with a wide range of activities. This newsletter aims to give you a sneak peek 

into some of the happenings in our classes and outside. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce you all to  Nita Luthria Row who has been appointed as 

Head, Junior School on April 1. She has been a part of our school for the last seven years and is no stranger to 

the IB, albeit at the DP level. However, her qualifications and early work experience were in the Primary and 

so, in her words, “the wheel has come full circle”. 

We hope you enjoy reading the newsletter and welcome your feedback. We have added a  link to a short 

survey asking for your views.  

Regards,

Shreya Malhotra



What’s 
inside ...

❖ PYP Learning Engagements and Hands-on 
Experiences

❖ Field Trips and Educational tours
❖ Guest Speakers
❖ Local to Global
❖ Action 
❖ Junior School PE Programme at Cooperage
❖ Events and Assemblies
❖ Workshops



PYP learning 
engagements

 and hands on experiences
A quick look into the many ways in which teachers used experiential learning to 

bolster learning 



LP-We had joy, we had fun, we had seasons in the sun

Using the conceptual lens of change, students took a 
break from their daily routine by attending school 
from afternoon till late evening. The story prompt 
from the book Day Monkey, Night Monkey, helped 
them observe and record the changes in the school 
and outside environment. 

They reflected on the changes to develop an 
understanding that the environment is affected by 
changes in a cycle. The understanding further helped 
them to build on the changes in the environment due 
to seasonal cycles.



Let’s go camping

Students were engaged in imaginative play by role-playing a 

camping trip. They explored the materials available for the 

trip and used them for various activities.



UP - Our budding scientists
Students planned and carried out systematic 

investigations and performed a simple experiment in 
class. They shared information with their peers, 

exhibiting understanding of how materials manipulate 
and interact with each other and  they are used for 

different purposes.



Students reflected on their prior 
knowledge by creating a mind map 
along with their teachers on the 
properties of material. 



Grade 1- 
We dig, dig, dig, 
dig ...

Students inquired into different ways of knowing about the past, 

one of these being archaeology. They thus took on the role of 

junior archaeologists to unearth artifacts belonging to age old 

generations. They obtained first hand experience of one of the 

ways of inquiring into the past and finding evidence to support 

their speculations. 



Students gathered pictures of different artifacts (images of objects/ people/ paintings, etc.) 
that depict the past by conducting a search in the school. They sorted and categorized this 
data by arranging it into understandable forms using grid maps.



Grade 2

I’ve got music, I’ve got 
rhythm... 

As music is one of the art 

forms practised by humans 

universally, students played a 

musical piece using various 

instruments. This encouraged 

them to listen to and 

appreciate different musical 

instruments and the sounds 

they made. 



Explorers are we 
This activity was based on the Multiple 
Intelligence theory by Dr. Howard 
Gardner. Centres were designed around 
the seven intelligences i.e. Math smart, 
Music smart, Body smart, Self Smart,  
Word Smart, Nature smart and People 
smart. Students chose a centre according 
to their preferences and explored it in 
order to express themselves in different 
ways. This encouraged students to make 
connections with the transdisciplinary 
theme - How we express ourselves.



Breathe in, 
breathe out

Transdisciplinary theme: Who We Are 

Students of Grade 3 used different manipulatives  such as 

balloons, straws, bottles, clay etc. to create a model for the 

respiratory system . They worked collaboratively in groups and 

presented their models to their peers.



An inquiry into human body systems

Students explored the key concept- function. They inquired into human body systems and how they work 

using a variety of  resources such as literature, research (technology), pictures, videos, models. They 

demonstrated their understanding using the NSEW (Need to know, Suggestions for finding out, Excited about, 

Worried about) strategy to explain how the organs work together to make up the human body system. They 

suggested ways  to keep the human body system healthy. They also reflected on the consequences  of organ 

failure.



Grade 4Students 

analyzing the 

cover page of a 

book that 

caught their 

attention and 

made the cover 

page of their 

own story book.

Students took 

on the role of 

news reporters 

to explain their 

understanding 

of the 26/11 

attack.

THEME : HOW WE 

ORGANISE 

OURSELVES

Students participated 

in a debate and 

expressed their points 

of view and opinions 

backed by research. 

They were grouped 

such that they had to 

challenge their own 

thinking and defend a 

point of view that was 

in opposition to their 

own view. 



Grade 5 - It’s showtime, 
folks!
As part of the theme “How we express ourselves”, students 

assumed the role of performers. They investigated a ritual, 

a social issue, a belief and value. They worked with 

specialists across the school (dance, music, film,theatre or 

art).  They  used various media to create awareness about 

the issue. Through the process, they identified the many 

roles that are performed on stage. They reflected on their 

own experience as audience members and began to 

understand how artworks represent ideas through 

expression, symbolic communication and cultural traditions 

and rituals. 



Field Trips



LP- Visit to the Beach
How We Express Ourselves 

Students made connections with the above 

transdisciplinary theme. They went to the beach and 

explored the different toys and materials available. Their 

reflections spoke about cooperating with each other and 

helping each other to have fun while learning.



Field Trip to Sewri jetty
To tune into our third line of inquiry and to understand the 

concept of causation, students of LP  went on a field trip to 

Sewri Jetty to spot birds that migrate. They were unable to 

see flamingoes but spotted instead the following birds:

● Coppersmith Barbet

● Egrets

● Sea Gulls 

● Red backed Kingfisher



UP- Field Trip to 
Mahendra Park

Upper Preppies began their new term by going for a picnic 

to Mahendra Park where they enjoyed playing on the slide 

jungle gym and other areas of the park.



Field Trip to Delifresh
Students of Upper Prep were curious to know how breads are made by mixing 

flour (solid) and butter (liquid) and yeast  and observed the different stages and 

changes that a loaf of bread goes through.



Grade 1 - Field Trip to 
Byculla Museum

To inquire into why people discard or keep 
artifacts, students had an opportunity to visit the 
Bhau Daji Lad Museum at Byculla. They  gained an 
understanding about how artifacts are preserved 
and  how they offer us glimpses into the past.



Grade 2- Field Trip to 
Potli Art Gallery

Students visited Potli Art Gallery to view various 

kinds of art pieces. They inquired into different 

styles and techniques used by various artists to 

create visual art.



Grade 4 - Field Trip to 
Vidhan Sabha

Grade 4 took a trip to Vidhan Sabha as a part of 

our ongoing unit under the transdisciplinary 

theme - How We Organize Ourselves. The field 

trip was insightful as students had a  first hand 

experience of the Vidhan Sabha. They asked 

meaningful questions about the  unit of inquiry.



Students of grade 5  
explored the price of 
products in different 
markets.
They observed how 
products were 
packaged, bought and 
sold. 
They identified and 
appreciated good 
marketing strategies. 
They bought raw 
materials to make a 
prototype for their 
upcoming summative 
assessment. 

Grade 5 - Field Trip to Colaba Market Place



Edu Tour to 
Hyderabad- Grade 5

Salarjung MuseumGolconda Fort

Zoo

Ramoji Film City



Guest Speakers



Ms. Anuradha and Ms. Beena were invited to Upper Prep to conduct scientific experiments 
which generated curiosity. Students inquired into how materials are used for different purposes 
and how they change properties when mixed together.



Grade 1
Library invited  Ms Rea Malhotra to read a 
book to Grade 1.

She read them A Bell for Ursli -  a story from 
the Engadine in Switzerland that is about 
how a little boy in Switzerland wants a big 
brass swiss cow bell to carry while marching 
in the Spring Festival procession 

Ms Rea  discussed the significance of the 
artifact in Switzerland and for the little boy. 
She kept the students engaged throughout 
the session.  The librarians concluded the 
session by asking students to identify the 
learner profiles the boy displayed. This book 
is from the BIS library's Golden Treasure 
Collections. 



Grade 3 Students of Grade 3 inquired into cells and viewed a plant cell 

under the microscope. They explored the nervous system and 

senses through sensorial activities. Through guest speakers like 

Ms Anisa, they gathered more information about the importance 

of different organs and their interconnectedness.



Mr. Hemal Shah conducted an interactive 

session with the students of grade 4, 

explaining them how candidates are elected 

in the Legislative Assembly and the 

importance of Motion of Confidence Bill. 

Mrs. Viraj Patki willingly shared the interior 

design of the latest Legislative Assembly of 

the new state - Telangana and the reasons 

why specific designs were used for certain 

buildings. The presentation was detailed 

and the flexes she used  helped them 

visualize the topic very effectively.

Grade 4

Transdisciplinary 
Theme: 

How we organize 

ourselves.

Central Idea: 

Government 

systems influence 

the lives of citizens.



Mr Vibhav Parikh spoke to the students 
about the initiation of the India Pakistan 
war and gave the students a very detailed 
analysis of countries in conflict worldwide. 
He spoke at length about the war from the 
pre-independence period, about the 
division of states into India and Pakistan 
and showed them the timeline of the war. 

Mrs Alpana Dange spoke about the various 
global wars and the reason for conflict 
between countries. She divided the class 
into two nations and dramatized a war.  
She spoke about the role of peacemaking 
agencies in the global context and 
explained the role of mediator. 

Grade 4
Trans-
disciplinary  
theme: 

Sharing the 
Planet

Central Idea: 
Finding 
peaceful 
solutions to 
conflict can 
lead to a 
better quality 
of human life



Marathi

Mrs. Meena Naik , Head of the Department  Mumbai 

University (Puppets Dept) had come to school on 27th 

February to show our students  the puppet show based on 

‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’.

 Mrs Meena Naik believes that puppets are a remarkable 

therapeutic tool and can be used to spread social 

awareness. This show was organised to celebrate World 

Marathi Day in our school. 

Students of grades 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed the puppet show,  

after which the students had an open discussion in Marathi 

with Mrs Meena Naik and with her team.



Local to Global



LP
A Skype call to the Gems 

Academy School in Dubai 

encouraged students to 

make connections across 

the globe. Conversations 

about the different 

seasons in the two 

countries, the 

environmental changes 

and the actions taken by 

people to survive -helped 

students to gather 

knowledge. They then 

took the learning forward 

and conducted research 

on the seasons of a 

country of their choice.



LP

Student researched and found out the 
different games played at Olympics 2017.

They presented their research to their 
peers. 



Grade 1

Student groups accepted the  responsibility to inquire into a 

local structure from their city and used their social skills 

further to work collaboratively to explore and find out 

information on buildings and structures with global 

significance. They displayed  appreciation for different 

structures while acquiring in depth knowledge on the form 

and function of different structures and looked at factors 

such as  sustainability. They shares their findings with their 

peers through different modes of presentation.



Action in PYP



LP

 Kahaan measuring the 
temperature at home

The migrating birds activity got the 
children thinking to what happens to the 
birds that don’t migrate. 
The students reflected that it becomes 
difficult for them to survive especially in 
the city of Mumbai where it gets hot during 
summer.
They decided to make bird feeders and give 
the birds food and water to help them 
survive the seasonal change.



Nikhil Sah from grade 5 bought fairtrade sugar as a 

responsible consumer.

Zayee from grade 4 volunteered to share the flyers of 

BMC election candidates in her ward, explaining what 

a ward is, what is an election commision card  and who 

can vote. She spoke about independent candidates 

and how they are different from established political 

parties candidates. This information was very useful 

for the rest of her class.



PE In Junior School
1 2 3

4 5 6



The topic for the first two weeks of the 
PE program taking place in Cooperage 
was shot-put. The students from 
grades 1-5 learned  the basic rules and 
throwing techniques. As you can see in 
the pictures, a student is practising the 
throw using proper techniques. 
Grades 1 and 2 were only taught 
about the rules and body position, 
whereas grades 3, 4 and 5 were made 
to throw in order to get them 
prepared for Sports Day.

7



First Stage of Long Jump:- Standing jump and practicing for landing and body posture.



After finishing the shot-put sessions with all the grades, the 

next two weeks were assigned for long jump. The same 

approach was used for teaching the basic rules and standing 

jumps to Grades 1 and 2 whereas Grades 3, 4 and 5 were 

also taught running jumps and how to land after finishing 

the jump.

After finishing both shot-put and long Jump, the students 

were taught how to throw javelins. A corner flag used in 

football was used in place of a  javelin. Students of Grades 3, 

4 and 5 practised with a broom stick.

The students had a lot of fun doing all these activities and 

showed a lot of interest and asked many questions during all 

the sessions.





The topic for the next six sessions was 
throwball.  The main aim of this unit was to 
make the students more aware about the 
rules and the techniques used in throwball. 
The students were made to use a throwball 
making them aware of how the ball looks and 
feels like in the hand. During the class, a size 
1 football was used to make them more 
comfortable as a throwball would be rather 
difficult for a lot of students to throw and 
catch, and can result in injuries. A small 
goalpost was used as a net during all these 
sessions. The students showed a lot of 
interest and asked pertinent questions. They 
even played some matches with each other 
with equally divided teams and followed 
proper rules.



These are the results of the survey conducted to find out your views about the PE programme. We have made a note of general 
preference for morning classes. That is not immediately possible but will be borne in mind. Secondly, we will look into the 
hygiene levels of the toilets immediately.



Events and 
Assemblies



Variety 
Entertainment 
Programme

This year’s theme for the annual Variety Entertainment programme was 

‘How We Express Ourselves’. The show was held on 10th March in Sophia 

Bhabha auditorium and displayed a whole range of expression such as 

theatre, singing, dancing,  music, gymnastics, a street play,  and yoga.

This year, as the teachers were gearing up for PYP authorisation, we 

received a lot of help from parent volunteers in directing and 

conceptualising the performances. We thank them profusely for their time 

and  effort. 

Here are some photographs  and some behind the scene pictures.







Behind the Scenes



Open Mic 
Assemblies





Junior school 
Instrumental Assembly- 

12th & 13th January 2017



Sports 
Day- 
8th February 
2017



Workshops

BIS believes in inclusive education and has realised the need to equip teachers with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to foster an environment that is conducive to diverse needs. With this aim in 
mind, faculty members across the school went through a two day workshop on Narrative Therapy 
which was conducted by Ummeed.
Monthly follow up sessions are also being conducted at regular intervals to help BIS achieve this goal.



A heartfelt thank you to our parents 
without whom many of the activities 
described would not have been 
possible. The amount of time, effort, 
expertise, and enthusiasm which you 
selflessly contribute is invaluable.

We hope you have enjoyed reading the 
PYP newsletter. Please do fill this quick 
survey and  let us know what you think.

https://goo.gl/forms/c4LHbnW3vboFVea82
https://goo.gl/forms/c4LHbnW3vboFVea82

