
 

 

July to September 2015 

Introduction 

  BIS Bulletin 

Dear Parents, 

Each year, the students eagerly wait for the reopening 

of School in July; they know that there will be “FDP” also 

known as Founders’ Day Practice. This term it was very 

different, since there was a greater sense of 

excitement. For the first time in the history of BIS, the 

entire middle and senior school came together to 

perform one single play –  “Around the World in 80 

Days”. The script was a unique adaptation of the book by 

Jules Verne, and included several dances as well as a 

segment in Hindi. The planning for the production 

commenced in March, with a re-read of the 

book. The script was sourced from the Theatre Company 

in the UK and adapted with segments for each class. It 

is only sometimes that a plot lends itself to neat 

divisions, and the script worked very well. The rehearsals 

were done as individual components and by mid August, 

the final production came together, as one composite 

unit. 

July is the month when we receive the results of both 

our International Boards of Education – the IB Diploma 

Programme and the Cambridge IGCSE. We pride 

ourselves on being a school where the focus is on learning 

and not on the grades, and yet we have high achievers in 

both the examination boards we do - 96 % in ICSE,               

45 points in the IB, one out of 160 students world wide, 

and 63 students in Asia Pacific, and 10 students with all          

‘A stars’ in the IGCSE! We are as proud of our                       

top-achieving students as we are of all our students. 

These past three months reaffirm BIS as a school of 

international standing, offering three boards of 

education, as well as continuing to be a progressive 

school in classroom instruction and staff development. 

This quarter, we had several outreach programmes, the 

most significant of them being the Brain Camp, which is a 

collaboration between BIS and Sophia College. The 

theme was on Artificial Intelligence and we had faculty 

from California and New York with hands-on laboratories 

and experimental programmes. 

While mid September saw the senior school move into 

exams, std. V has just returned from their first 

educational tour to Hyderabad. The excitement 

continues to fill the air, as we move from one term to 

the next and we look forward to all that the school 

continues to offer.  

 

With every good wish, 

Ms. Seervai 

Principal 
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Awards Day 
This year, Awards 

Day was on 25th 
August and the 
parents of IGCSE 

and ICSE toppers,                 
Col. Dutta and 
Mrs. Dutta and  

Dr. Poonawala and 
Dr. Mrs. Poonawala were the Chief Guests for the event. 

This year, we had 18 students who opted for the IGCSE 
examination. Aryaman Dutta topped the IGCSE batch 
with the highest average of  95.12 % on the percentage 

uniform marks, as best across 8 subjects.  

All 18 students appeared for a minimum of 7 subjects to a 

maximum of 10 subjects for the June 2015 examination. 

17 students out of the 18 qualified for the ICE award 

with distinction. 

Of the 18 students 

who took the ICSE 

board exams, Taher 

Poonawala  was the 

topper with 98 % 

marks. All the 

students passed with 

flying colors. 
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Teachers’ Day  
Teachers day was celebrated on 4th September, 2015. The school corridors were 

buzzing with students who were rushing to deliver their tokens of appreciation in the 
form of bookmarks, cards, poems and thank you notes. 

Thereafter, each teacher was individually escorted to the hall where the students put 
up a fantastic show with a medley of fun, dances and games. 

Junior school kids awed the teachers with their cute dances on old Bollywood numbers. 
The middle school kids performed a fun, inspirational play and had  interactive games. 

The senior school was very enthusiastic with their dance performances, innovative 

games , debates and talk shows involving teachers and students. 
Our IB students took time out from their hectic study schedule and put up an amazing quiz show and a fun dance. 

This unique expression of showering love and gratitude by the students on the teachers was well acknowledged and 
appreciated. 

A huge thanks to all the students for making all the teachers feel so special. We love you!!  

Std. 8, 9 and 10                                                                  

The senior school 

students were 

omnipresent  in this 

year’s Founders’ Day 

production, starting 

with the four lead 

roles, to being present 

in almost all the scenes 

and taking charge of 

the backstage too, the 

students did it all. For 

the first time in the 

history of BIS the programme comprised just one play in 

which all the classes from std. 5 to std. 10 took part. It 

was a humongous production with elaborate set changes 

and backstage coordination. The backstage team worked 

tirelessly to make sure that everything happened 

smoothly behind the scenes. The comperes made the 

audience embark upon a scintillating  journey ‘around the 

world’ on flight number FD2015. The fabulous 

performance of the actors, the excellent music, the 

perfectly-timed sound effects, the brilliant lighting, a 

fantastic backdrop and last but not the least, a superb 

director made the evening a huge success. Kudos to each 

and every individual who was a part of this production! 

Std. 7                                                                                     

Std. 7 contributed heavily during the Founders’ Day this 

year. Their performance witnessed a fine blend of 

interactive dialogue, slapstick humour and quick changes 

as students played multiple characters due to the heavy 

demands of the play. From serious auditioning and 

scripting to costume planning, setting up the stage as well 

as providing inputs while directing, enthusiastic students 

of std. 7 actively contributed in order to enhance their 

performance. The result was an energetic and dynamic 

performance in the India section in the epic production, 

‘Around the World in 80 Days’. 

Std. 6                                                                                                       

A trip around the world would be incomplete without a            

pit-stop in the mystical Orient, with its brightly-lit 

lanterns, moustachioed men and dainty ladies wielding 

even-daintier parasols.                                                                                       

Enter the students of std. 6 whose infectious enthusiasm 

kicked off the shenanigans in Singapore with a 

magnificent New Year Dragon, before moving on to 

intoxicating (quite literally!) Hong Kong and lastly, the 

markets of Japan that ensured the curtains for the 

second half opened to a catchy reprise of the title song.                                                                  

Amongst our eclectic character potpourri, we had a pair 

of fighting fishermen, a stubborn coolie, an eavesdropping 

fortune-cookie seller, sassy club dancers, hook-handed 

pirates, delicate geishas, and commanding captains. All 32 

kids were clad in authentic costumes- be it cheongsams, 

yukatas or kimonos, thanks to the ever- helpful parents 

who dressed each child for not one, but two roles because 

a production this large wasn’t quite complicated enough 

already! 

The children and teachers had an absolute blast putting 

up the show 

and will 

cherish the 

wonderful 

memories 

and more 

importantly, 

the 

moments of 

mayhem 

forever.  

Founders’ Day  
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Primary Update 
Lower Prep                                                 

The unit for this quarter is ‘All 

About Me.’ Here, children learnt 

about their physical self and 

emotions and that each one is special 

and unique in their own way.                                              

Children became thinkers by 

reflecting on their feelings .They 

shared the same with their peers. 

The lower prep involved the school by 

asking them to share their feelings 

too.  

Upper Prep                                           

Celebrations and festivals celebrated 

all over the world came alive through 

songs, guest speakers, dramatization 

and parent activities. Students 

interviewed and questioned the 

higher grade students, teachers and 

staff about their favorite 

celebration and about how they will 

be an Earth Hero while celebrating 

it. The children organized a party for 

the auxiliary staff, to celebrate and 

thank them for their presence in 

their lives. They had a carnival, 

Independence Day, Earth Day and 

several other celebrations in class.  

The students opened their  minds to 

enjoy as well as respect cultural, 

national and the global celebrations. 

Grade 1                                                     

Grade I investigated the different 

relationships that they are a part of, 

under the transdisciplinary theme,        

“Who We Are”. To culminate their 

understanding of the central idea, 

Grade I 

planned 

a party 

for 

their 

parents 

and 

took 

them 

through 

the unit 

through games and activities. 

Grade 2                                 

Awesome Arcade-Under the 

transdisciplinary theme, ‘How We 

Express Ourselves,’ students set up a 

games arcade for the staff and 

students of BIS. After watching a 

video about a nine-year old boy 

creating an arcade out of cardboard, 

our grade II students were inspired 

to have one of their own. They 

created games out of reused 

material such as cardboard, plastic 

cups, paper rolls, etc. This enhanced 

their creativity as well as helped 

them appreciate the creativity of 

others.                                                  

Human Machines - In a drama 

session conducted by Ms. Rashna 

Dutta, students were divided into 

groups and asked to create a 

machine. Each child came up with an 

action and a corresponding sound to 

represent one part of the machine. 

Students learned about being part of 

a larger group and accepting 

responsibility for their role in  it.                                                 

Culmination and Celebration - On 

the 31st of August, grade II 

culminated their second unit of 

inquiry on the transdisciplinary 

theme ‘How We Express Ourselves’. 

This culmination was the result of a 

month-long process wherein students 

chose an art form and worked in 

groups to produce what they deemed 

to be creative. Students wrote their 

own scripts, directed a play, created 

a gym routine, choreographed a 

dance and presented their artwork 

through an exhibition. This helped 

them build their confidence and 

express themselves in different 

ways. 

Grade 3                                                   

Learning Celebration - On 16th 

September , the students of grade 

III had their learning celebration 

of the theme, "How We Express 

Ourselves.” The students led their 

parents through a journey of how 

they spent the last eight weeks. 

They began by guiding their parents 

through a meditation technique. 

Then, then explained the book they 

had made on India. The parents 

questioned them and filled a 

reflection sheet. The parents saw 

videos and photos of classroom 

activities. The children ended the 

conference by doing a shake break 

with their parents. The children 

decorated the room with rangolis 

and put up a toran at the entrance. 
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Drama Assembly                                            

On 20th August, the BIS stage witnessed 

yet another ‘first time ever’ moment when 

the drama students from std. 9 IGCSE wove 

their dramatic genius while presenting their 

individual pieces, i.e. monologues. Students 

have been undergoing great skill training and 

rigour during their drama class which 

culminated into the final performances. 

Monologues across diverse plays, 

playwrights, genres were chosen by 

students and great justice was meted out to 

each performance which was developed 

individually by the students and mentored 

and polished during class-time. The students 

thoroughly enjoyed the process and gained 

immensely from the same. 

MS Western Music Assembly                           

The Middle School Western Music Assembly 

was held on the 10th of September 2015. 

Class V performed ‘Roar’ by Katy Perry. 

Class VI Performed ‘Dynamite’ by Taio Cruz. 

Class VII performed ‘Best Day of My Life’, 

by a group called American Authors. 

All the classes practiced with a lot of 

excitement and performed with great 

enthusiasm. They enjoyed their practices 

and their performances. 

Std. 4 - Class Assembly                             

The theme of the std. 4 assembly was based 

on what they had learnt in the Unit of 

Inquiry. The assembly was based on past 

civilizations and how they have helped to 

shape our present day. The young inquirers 

researched upon three civilizations - Indus, 

Egyptian and Mesopotamian and performed a 

short play wherein they brought out how 

these civilizations have pioneered in their 

inventions and discoveries. 

Assemblies 

CMUN 2015  

Primary Update contd... 

The heart of BIS lies in MUNing and like every year, a few BIS 

senior students along with some of our ex-students (who are 

absolutely passionate about MUNing) organised UNIS at BIS. It was 

a two day event, held in the month of July.  Students of standards 8, 

9 and 10 participated in the event. 

The planning for UNIS 2015 began in the month of March when 

Vikramaditya Joshi, one of our ex students started connecting with 

the BIS students and the MUN teachers to create a formal proposal 

which was followed by detailed planning. While planning, the 

organisers were careful to account for the fact that the students of 

Standard 8 would be participating in a formal MUN for the first time 

and hence would require some hand-holding. There were special 

briefing sessions that were held only for them so that they could be 

well prepared and confident participants in the conference. 

UNIS 2015 was a huge success and a great learning experience for all 

the students. It gave them a firm base to participate in the various 

out- of- school MUNs which our students attend in their senior years. 

UNIS 2015 

Every year, our school participates in the Model United Nation 

conferences which are hosted by various schools in Mumbai. This year, 

18 students from std. 9, std. 10 and the IBDP participated in the 

Cathedral Model United Nations. The following students were awarded 

recognition as under: 

Best Delegate: Vibhav Mariwala, Sidhant Shah, Anirudh Gandhi 

Honorable Mention: Karamvir Singh 

Outstanding Delegate: Nishant Jasani 

Verbal Mention: Shanaya Munot 

Congratulations to all the participants and the winners! 

Grade 4                                                                                 

Museum Activity - We were 

visited by Mrs. Batul Mehta 

an architect who designs         

museums. She discussed how 

museums have rooms            

according to themes and how 

an exhibit can be displayed 

innovatively, to arouse the 

interest of the onlooker. Her 

PPT had examples of         

interactive displays designed by her. She also conducted an activity 

wherein students in groups designed their own displays on charts   

taking into consideration an aspect of The Egyptian civilization. It was 

a wonderful fun-filled and learning experience. 



 

 

Page 5   BIS Bulletin 

Seeds of Peace 

The Robotics Exhibition was held on 

Tuesday 8th September. As part of 

the Computer curriculum, every 

year, students are introduced to 

the various aspects of Robotics in 

the form of a workshop.  This was 

demonstrated at the exhibition 

where Grades 3 to 8 presented 

their work..    

Students of grade 3 and 4 

showcased their knowledge about 

Robotics conducted by the Kids 

Techie Club. Students talked about 

the simple machine pulleys and 

belts, the size of pulleys and the 

crossing and uncrossing of the belts 

and   about gear systems. They 

explained to the visitors, how a 

sensor helps a robot to detect 

objects, surroundings and to make 

decisions accordingly. They were an 

excited lot and kept the parents 

who came to see the culmination, 

enthralled.  

Students of grade 5 used the 

program EDUBotics NXT Junior and 

constructed  various fully and              

semi-autonomous robots such as a 

radar, bumper bot, robotic guitar, 

line follower, robotic mouse trap 

and more. They also used motors 

and various sensors such as light, 

colour, ultrasonic and touch. They 

learned concepts such as flow of 

electric current, measuring 

intensity of light, sonar range 

finding, dynamo, wireless 

communication and gear systems.                                                                                                         

Grade 6 displayed various 

programming techniques  using loops 

and switch cases, multitasking, 

delay, etc. They programmed their 

robots to perform various tasks 

such as moving forwards and 

backwards, traversing a maze using 

sensors and detecting obstacles 

using touch and ultrasonic sensors 

with the help of a light sensor.                                         

Using various programming 

techniques and sensors, grade 7 

students demonstrated how they 

solved Lego Green City challenges. 

The Lego Green City is a beautiful 

city, with many ideas for renewable 

energy to secure a sustainable 

future. The mission of the students 

was to build a robot that collected 

energy bricks from various 

challenges as these energy bricks 

helped to energize Green City. Some 

of the challenges were:    

    ·   Activating the Wind Turbine         

    ·   Sorting the Rubbish 

     ·  Closing the Dam 

     ·  Placing the solar panel 

  ·  Avoiding the flower lady 
 

Grade 8 students presented their 

short movies which were made using 

stop motion animation. They 

discussed the various processes 

involved, right from creating a 

storyline, building Lego sets and 

characters, taking lots of images 

using a webcam, using Windows 

Movie maker to edit images, adding 

sound effects and subtitles. They 

worked in teams and though the 

process was tedious, they found the 

whole experience very enriching. 

Robotics Exhibition 

BIS has been part of Seeds of Peace for more than ten years now. This year, after an external selection process              

conducted by The Seeds of Peace representatives, Reanna Palia and Aditi Marshan from std. 9 attended the camp held 

at  Otisfield, Maine, in the United States of America. Phiroze Parasnis from grade 11 was also selected as the Peer                 

Support for this camp. First time campers, Reanna and Aditi have returned from the three-week camp declaring it to 

be a transformational experience. For Phiroze, the experience this time has been more about immersion and learning 

new thresholds for understanding differing perspectives on issues of conflict.             

BIS continues to support many activities and workshops conducted by Seeds of Peace in India, beyond the camp as well. 



 

 

Library  
SS English Debate                                       

The third Senior School English 

Debate saw Gamma House and Alpha 

House on stage contesting over the 

topic,  ‘Celebrities Get Away with 

More Crimes than Non-Celebrities’.  

Gamma house proposed the topic and 

Alpha house opposed it. All the 

participants spoke passionately and 

brought forth their point of view 

convincingly. The winning house was 

Gamma. Rya Jetha (grade 9) was 

declared the Best Speaker and 

Samhita Radhakrishnan (grade 10) was 

the runner up.  

Hindi Elocution                                    

The std. 2 Hindi elocution was held on 

11th September. The students recited 

poems related to their U.O.I. on 

Healthy Food.  

The std.3 Hindi Elocution was held on 

28th August. The students recited 

poems on festivals, related to their 

current U.O.I. 

In both elocutions, all the students 

showed a lot of confidence and recited 

their poems with aplomb and clarity. 

The students were praised and 

encouraged by the parents and 

teachers. 

The Hindi Elocution for std. 4  was 

held on August 21st. The topic was 

'Patriotism', as the event was held 

soon after 15th of August . The focus 

was more on clarity of speech, 

pronunciation and expression rather 

than choice of the poem. Every child 

was confident and displayed impressive 

elocution skills. 

Debates & Elocutions 
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Mid-Term Examination 
Terminal Exams got underway for std. 8, 9 and 10 on Monday, 14th 

September. The first ICT practical for std. 10 IG was completed in 

the week before the exams started.                                                                   

Seating arrangements were planned meticulously according to the 

requirements for IC and IG curricula, and teachers also went 

through an orientation to ensure that all systems and processes 

were understood well. 

While we know that exams can prove stressful for students, the 

endeavour has always been to make it as comfortable as possible 

for our students. So far, the schedule has flowed well and we 

should be through with all papers by the end of September. 

Preparing for Founders’ Day 2015                                                     

The story of Around the World in 80 Days was read to Students from 

standards 1- 4. It was great to see their enthusiasm for the                     

Founders’ Day play. 

Sorting of Books                                                                             

The library mothers have been enthusiastically helping in the                   

upgradation and sorting of the fiction books. Books have been                

colour coded, book markers have been added for easy access. Shelf                    

reading has become easy and less tedious. 

Inculcating Reading                                                                        

As a part of our ongoing efforts to inculcate reading habits in                 

children, the BIS library has started a Book Club for standards 5, 6 

and 7. Ms. Priya Bhasker been instrumental in setting up the Book 

Club along with Ms. Suchita Damani (Library Teacher) and class moms 

for each grade.                                                                                                       

Over 5 sessions, children got to read one of 5 selected books (as per 

their age group). Each child got 15 days to read the book.                      

Brainstorming and group discussions along with fun-filled activities 

were conducted during the library hour. This also helped to introduce 

the children to a variety of styles and genres, outside their comfort 

zone. Themes like ‘Poetry’ and ‘Monsters’ and ‘Villans’ kept the                   

students engaged in reading and exploring the topics. 

IB Library Orientation                                                                      

Library Orientation for the IB Diploma Programme students of class 

XI was conducted to introduce the new students to the BIS Library.  

The library is currently supporting the IB students in their Creative, 

Action and Service activities by providing resources for Story               

Telling, Science lessons and Environmental Studies. 

Library Displays                                                                             

New Arrivals, U.O.I resources and Story In a Box were displayed in 

the library. 

‘Global Awareness’ and ‘International Mindedness’ was promoted by                  

celebrating ‘Friendship Day’ activity – What Friendship means to me.  

Some interesting facts and exhaustive information on La Tomatina             

festival was put up on the Library Bulletin Board. 
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Pre-IBDP Induction                                                

The Pre-IB induction program 2015 held from 16th July 

to 21st July  focussed on thinking and learning skills 

keeping the Approaches to teaching and learning (ATL) 

focus in mind. 

Diverse and pedagogically innovative workshops on 

conceptual thinking, critical thinking, creative thinking, 

inquiry process finally culminating  with metacognition 

were conducted by the IB faculty. Sessions on 

understanding the learner profile, academic writing and 

note taking  as well as digital literacy equipped the 

students with essential skills. Students were also given a 

briefing on CAS and using Managebac effectively. The 

approach was application oriented and built a strong 

foundation for the new grade XI IB students. Rooted in 

the BIS philosophy of ‘Think, Learn and Feel’, the 

induction program developed IB-geared  students who 

are looking forward to exploring this new horizon. 

Understanding the Aims and Objectives of the 6 
Subject groups in the IBDP through a sorting activity  
 

Presentation to Parents                                         

On Saturday, August 22, 2015, the IBDP staff had an 

interactive morning with the parents of the Year 11 

students. The agenda for this meeting was to inform the 

parents about the year ahead, focussing specifically on 

the curriculum, and the approaches to teaching and 

learning that are being incorporated into the classrooms. 

Other points of discussion included the assessments in 

the IB, (both internal and external), the upcoming key 

dates for the students and the discipline and rigour 

expected from the students. The student handbook was 

distributed as a ready reference for all queries.                                              

The lead Guidance Counsellor, Iris Madeira was also part 

of the presentation, and she briefly explained the 

process for university applications that would be 

followed in the months to come.                                                            

The morning ended with the parents and teachers 

interacting over coffee and cookies! 

 

Awards Day                                                               

The Class of 2015 was felicitated on July 28, 2015 for 

their achievement in the May 2015 IB Diploma 

Programme Examination Session. True to BIS tradition, 

the parents of Paritosh Kanoria, who received the top 

score of 45 in the examination, were the Chief Guests 

for the function. Paritosh Palkhivala secured the second 

highest score and Anusha Jain attained the third 

highest. All students who had received a grade of 7 and 

those who got 3 bonus points were also given awards. 

The Student Council and the students of Year 11 helped 

to organise the event and the parents of that class 

provided refreshments after the function. 

IBDP Update 

  BIS Bulletin 



 

 

CAS  at BIS 

The term started with the IB students engaging in Funshala - a 

BIS initiative where students from Down to Earth (a Mumbai-

based NGO that provides education to underprivileged children) 

come to BIS on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:30 to 4:30 pm. 

These students, aged 6 to 13 years are assigned to student 

tutors from Year 11 and Year 12 who help them broadly with 

English by working on presentation, communication, written and 

reading skills specifically. While the BIS student to DTE student 

ratio for Year 11 is 1:1, the same is 1:2 for Year 12 students. 

Content details for each session are provided by DTE along with 

a list of resources to be used. 

INME Camp                                                                                                                             

Both the IB batches attended the CAS Camp organised by INME 

in August from 15th to 18th at Panchgani. The objective of the 

camp was to engage students in experiences relating to activity 

and creativity along with fostering team spirit and trust within 

and across the two batches. Students participated in a variety of 

outbound activities ranging from waterfall rappelling, trekking, 

zip lining and crossing the Burma bridge. During the reflection 

sessions, students were asked to share their experiences which 

in turn were linked to the learning outcomes in CAS. There were 

other indoor activities like helter skelter, constructing a catapult 

that required students to think beyond the obvious and work 

within teams. 
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Brain Camp at BIS                                                     

The annual ‘BrainStorming’ with Science camp 

organised by Bombay International School was 

conducted from 11 September to 13 September.                                                 

The topic for this year was Human and Artificial 

Intelligence and the brain camp was planned to 

highlight these complicated concepts in student-

friendly and age appropriate ways. The speakers 

for this year’s camp included professional 

neuroscientists, neuropsychologists and engineers, 

both local and international. Fascinating questions 

about intelligence such as ‘What constitutes human 

intelligence?’ and ‘What aspects of human 

intelligence can machines replicate?’ were some of 

the questions addressed during the talks.                                                                 

The camp was held at Sophia College on Day 1 and 

2 and while the mornings were spent on talks, the 

afternoons had the students engaging in cognitive 

labs and hands-on robotics labs. 

Accolades                                                                               

We are very happy and proud to inform the BIS 

fraternity that Ms. Nita Luthria Row has been 

elected as the Chairperson for the Mumbai 

Network of IB Schools. The Mumbai Network 

consists of IB Coordinators from various schools in 

Mumbai and has been formed to enable educators 

to share good practices and to facilitate 

discussions regarding the IB Diploma Programme.  

Aditi Prasad, student of Year 11 has reached the 

position of National Seed No 5 in Squash in the 

under 17 girls group. She represents Maharashtra 

at the National level and will be participating in 

the Indian Junior Open to be held at Jodhpur 

where she will compete with participants from 

various Asian countries. We wish her all the best!   

At the Model United nations conference held at 

B.D. Somani, IBDP student Karamvir Singh won 

Outstanding Delegate.   
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CMCA Inspiration 
Saturday 8th August : 20 students from std. VII went to Birla Matushri auditorium to 

attend the Inspiration Programme. Children from 32 other schools attended the 

scintillating event. The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and could interact with 

others with similar interest and passion. They watched plays and heard inspiring speeches 

with thought provoking ideas for a better and sustainable society. The children also took 

part in a flag march on stage, with children from other schools.  

Guest Speaker 
An excited buzz swept through the entire school when Mr. Arnab Goswami,                           

editor-in-chief and news anchor of the Indian news channel “Times Now” visited 

BIS. Mr. Goswami addressed  the students of grades 6 to 10. He began with a 

video display of what news is all about and went on to speak about his early life 

as a news reporter. He related interesting anecdotes that marked and impacted 

his journey from News Reporter to a Journalist and the metamorphosis of the 

role of the media from then to now. The children listened with rapt attention. 

The interactive question-answer session that followed was extremely interesting 

where the children questioned Mr. Goswami on various related topics. He 

answered each question patiently and was able to satisfy the curiosity of our 

students. It was indeed interesting to see the engagement of each and every one 

of our students and all gained from this enlightening interaction. 
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TOK Meet                                                                     

A TOK meet was organised at Bombay International 

School on Saturday 29 August. The meet was open to all 

teachers of TOK and we were happy to welcome over 50 

teachers from 20 schools all over Mumbai. The TOK 

teaching experience of those who attended the 

workshop ranged from 1 year to 17 years!  

Justice Gautam Patel was the speaker for the morning, 

and he chose to elaborate on truth, evidence and 

knowledge as applicable to real life situations in the 

judicial system. Needless to say, the morning ended with 

many questions and thoughts on the topic. 

After a short break, the teachers moved into                     

break-away groups to discuss different TOK models 

being implemented in the various school and how one 

could collaborate to optimise on the strengths that are 

found across the Mumbai network.                           

Battlelauureate                                                    

Ecole Mondiale hosted an annual IB competition called 

Battlelaureatte and this year the students of Year 11 

took part in the TOK debate.  

The topic for the debate was, “Is there such a thing as 

right or wrong?”  

The unique aspect of this debate was that the speakers 

got to choose their own stance and thus the debating 

quality was of a very high caliber, as everybody truly 

believed the content they were presenting.  

What made the debate very interesting and engaging was 

the TOK aspect that  had been incorporated into it. Thus 

whenever one of the participants made a point, they 

were forced to justify it with one’s learning and 

knowledge from TOK.  

Although the BIS contingent were the youngest taking 

part, they did us proud by winning the debate!  

Anoushka Mariwala, Aanya Parikh and Simone Vesavevala 

tied with the team from Ecole Mondial for 1st place in 

the TOK Debate. 

The other competitions that the BIS students 

participated in were the Music Competition, Sketching, 

and Chess.                                                                                  

BIS participant Kabir Karamchandani won the 2nd place 

in the Chess tournament.  

IBDP Update contd... 
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Improving Learning                                                           

The Hearth Education Advisors organised a two-day 

Professional Development programme for school 

teachers and senior managers  (Aug 20th  and 21st) at 

the B. D. Somani School, Mumbai.                                                       

The course was attended by Ms. Supriya Atal, Ms. Nita 

Row, Ms. Zeeba Shroff, Ms. Priti Merchant and                      

Ms. Fizza Kachwala. Professor Raphael Wilkins, Senior 

Advisor At The Hearth Education Advisors conducted 

the workshop.   The course aimed at helping teachers: 

 to support the positive engagement of students in 

learning  

 to work as reflective practitioners and 

 to collaborate with colleagues to support each 

other’s professional learning. 

The teachers brought home the learning experience and 

shared it with their colleagues  through interactive 

sessions held by Ms. Nita Row for the IB teachers and 

Ms. Zeeba and Ms. Priti for the Senior, Middle, Primary, 

and Pre primary school teachers.  

Assessment in PYP (in-school workshop)                                

The Primary school teachers had a workshop on 

Assessment on the 16th and 17th August. We had the 

privilege of having Ms. Fifi Anggraini, the PYP 

coordinator at Sekolah Victory Plus International 

School, Indonesia. The program delivered by Ms. Fifi 

Anggraini was meaningful for all the homeroom as well as 

specialist teachers within the PYP. She helped the 

participants to get a feel for the role of Assessment for 

Learning within the PYP, encouraging all to be creative in 

their choice of assessment tools and strategies. Our 

teachers took part in hands-on activities and worked in 

groups, learning in much the same way as our students 

learn in school. Through this workshop the teachers 

were made to understand how to identify what the 

student knows, understands and what he can do and 

value at different stages in the teaching and learning 

process. The two day Workshop was very much 

appreciated by all who attended the sessions. 

 

Cambridge Schools Conference                                                    

Ms. Swati Ashar attended the Cambridge Schools 

Conference held in Cambridge. 215 delegates from 

various countries offering the Cambridge Curriculum 

attended the Conference. The theme this year was, 

'Education fit for the future: Planning for a changing 

world.’ The conference was designed to support 

professional learning by offering a range of perspectives 

on the conference theme, discussing and debating during 

the panel sessions and exploring the implications of the 

above in group discussions and workshops.  

Inquiry as a Stance by Kathy Short                                             

Indus International School in Bangalore, organized a two 

day workshop on 31st July and 1st August, conducted by 

Ms. Kathy Short. Kathy has worked extensively with 

teachers to develop curricula that actively involves 

students as readers and inquirers. Ms. Shreya attended 

this workshop, where in her two day session, Kathy spoke 

about ‘Inquiry as a Stance: You Have to Reach beyond 

Your Current Understandings’ explaining the inquiry 

cycle, making connection to the student’s life and 

demonstrated how to drive inquiry in a classroom. 

IB Support Visit                                                                                

IB had organized a support visit to provide help and 

support to all the PYP authorized and candidate schools 

in Mumbai from 7th - 10th September. The support visit 

included the following sessions:                                            

School visit: IB PYP head Mr. Steven Wishart visited 

BIS on 8th September and interacted with the 

students, teachers and the pedagogical leadership team. 

His positive feedback and suggestions were very 

encouraging.                                                                                     

IB support sessions: IB had organized various sessions 

at Dhirubhai Ambani and Edubridge International School 

to provide guidance and support to the PYP schools. 

These sessions included- session with PYP specialist 

teachers, authorization clinic, interpreting PYP 

standards and practices etc. Ms. Shreya attended these 

sessions along with  other PYP teachers.  

Workshops and Professional Development programs 
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Staff changes  

Admin update 
Installation of a fire fighting system and fire alarm system was completed during the 

summer of 2015. The same was inspected by a fire officer and found to be in order. 

The school has carried out all measures as required and recommended by the fire 

department.  Our school building is now equipped with a firefighting system to handle 

emergencies in case of fire.     

 Installation of CCTVs in all class rooms, utility areas and 

common areas was completed.  The CCTV surveillance will 

help to improve security and safety for all our children.                                                                                                       

Painting of the staircase area, office area and the Upper 

Prep classroom was carried out during the Summer 

Vacation.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Repair of the Mangalore roof in the IX (IG) classroom on 

the 3rd floor was carried out. Silver painting of the 4th 

floor roofing was done with the purpose of maintaining 

and enhancing the life of the roof.                                                                                                                      

As a Pre monsoon precaution, repairs were carried out to prevent leakages in certain 

areas - Upper prep class, Primary staff room and some common areas.                                                                                                                                     

PNG connection for the kitchen and the chemistry lab was tested by MGL authorities.  The same will be 

commissioned once we get the approval from the MGL Ops headquarters.                                                                                    

New chairs have been ordered for the Physics Lab as the existing chairs are very old and need to be replaced. Four 

new cordless mikes have been procured and an order for classroom furniture for the students has been placed. 

Delivery of the new furniture is expected some time in November, during the Diwali break. 

The following are the staff changes:    

Teachers who have left i.e. August 2015: 

Ms. Sandra Cyrill, Ms. Pinky Dadachanji and                         

Ms. Kalpana Bhalerao (Librarian) have left                        

BIS.  

Staff who have  joined the BIS family w.e.f. July 2015: 

 Ms. Prerana Satardekar - Library 

 Ms. Anna Chandy - Learning Support 

 Ms. Priyangi Mehta - Learning Support 

We welcome you to the BIS family! 
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ICTRC workshop                                                            

The Regional Summit of School Principals on "Childhood 
Depression - Identification, Prevention and 
Intervention,” organised by Institute of Counsellor 

Training Research and Consultancy (ICTRC) took place 
on July 15th, 2015,  at Juhu. Ms. Ashita Narang 
attended this summit where psychologists, career 

counsellors and professionals addressed the attendees 
through the day. Dr V.S. Ravindran, an educational 

psychologist and trainer spoke about causes and 
consequences of childhood depression and the early 
onset of depression in children aged 3-4 years.                          

Dr Sanjiv P. Sahani, Principal Director of Counselling 
Department at Jindal Global Open University 

enlightened the audience about the various electronic 
tests currently available in the market, which if adopted 
by schools, could help diagnose the onset of the disease 

at an early age, verses depending on the general 
observations made by teachers in classrooms. The two 

days were well spent.  

Inclusion– The Next Frontier                                                    

The workshop at Bangalore International School from 

March 31st - April 2nd, titled " The Next Frontier: 

Inclusion" was attended by Ashita Narang.                               

The objectives of this workshop were: 

 To empower and energize schools to take the 

next steps towards inclusion 

 To inspire school leaders through shared stories 

and experiences about the journey towards 

becoming an inclusive school 

 To examine how we might go about recruiting 

inclusive educators 

 To develop school specific action plans for the 

next step - development 

The above objectives were presented over 3 days by a 

well-equipped and skilled team led by Ochan                           

Kusuma-Powell and William Powell.                                         

It was a great learning experience and intensive hands 

on learning for our special educator Ms. Narang. 

Workshops and Professional Development programs contd... 
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 Inter-House Table Tennis Tournament: 
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Sports Update  
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DSO Swimming 

Ariesa Mongia:- 

 50 mt. Backstroke – 1st place 

 100 mt. Backstroke – 1st place 

 400 mt. I.M. – 1st place 
 

 Muskaan Tolani:- 

 400 mt. I.M. – 1st place 

 200 mt. Freestyle – 1st place 

 200 mt. I.M. – 2nd place 
 

 Sara Mehta:- 

 50 mt. Breaststroke – 3rd 

place 

 100 mt. Breaststroke – 3rd 

place 

 200 mt. Breaststroke – 3rd 

place 

                                                        

Muskaan Tolani:- 

 Participated in the swimming 

nationals held in Pune on 15th 

July, she won 2 silver in individual 

events and 2 gold in relays.    

Ariesa Mongia:- 

 Won 2 medals in the national 

swimming championship. 1 silver in 

50mt. Backstroke and 1 bronze 

medal in 200 mt. Breaststroke. 

The meet was attended by over 

100. Top swimmers from all over 

India. 
 

MSSA Football Tournament:- 

Under-16 boys and girls performed 

very well in the football tournament. 

                                                       

 

BCDAAA Championship:- 

 Rayaan Patel 200 mt. silver 

 Sanaya Parikh long jump silver 

 Diya Mehta long jump silver 

 Girls Under-10 4x100 mt. relay 

bronze medal (Meghna Mathur, 

Anya Mistry, Saachi Patki, 

Sanaya Parikh) 
 

DSO Football:-                               

Under-14 boys reached the                    

pre-quarters. Under-14 girls 

reached the quarters. 
 

DSO Table-Tennis:                               

The boys team reached the 

quarters. 

AGE-GROUP FIRST SECOND THIRD 

Under-10 Boys Shaan Mirchandani Ajinkya Dange Nikhil Sah 

Under-10 Girls Kavya Shah Aliza Jetha Zayee Ajmera 

Under-12 Boys Rayaan Sonawala Raag Narain Vir Mirchandani 

Under-12 Girls Diya Mehta Gayatri Mehra  

Under-14 Boys Vir Singh Karan Taparia Aryan Tobaccowala 

Under-14 Girls Tanaaya Sah Sama Dalal Navya Joshi 

Under-16 Boys Miran Dalal Yohann Sorabjee Shantiv Sudarshan 

Under-16 Girls Sara Mehta Saloni Sanwalka Anhadh Sahni 

Under-17 Boys Shiv Makim Ishan Paidhungat Siddhant Shah 

Under-17 Girls Aashni Parikh Mansi Tanna Wyoma Chudasama 

Under-19 Boys Kabir Karamchandani Tavasya Agarwal Anshuman Mor 

Under-19 Girls Naomi Shah Tanvi Pande Avantika Mehra 
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Inter-House Lawn Tennis Tournament: 

Singles 

Inter-House Lawn Tennis Tournament: 

Doubles 

AGE-GROUP FIRST SECOND THIRD 

Under-10 Boys Nikhil Sah Aman Mashruwala Ayaan Munot 

Under-10 Girls Mairanoor Singh Anya Misrty Saachi Patki 

Under-12 Boys Raag Narain Rayaan Sonawala Shaan Setalvad 

Under-12 Girls Saheba Singh   

Under-14 Boys Aahir Hattangdi Mishaal Thapar Pradyumna Sapre 

Under-14 Girls Tanaaya Sah Sama Dalal  

Under-16 Boys Vir Makim Ritvik Radhakrishnan Karun Krishnamurthy 

Under-16 Girls Anhadh Sahni Sara Mehta Alisha Vohra 

Under-18 Boys Shiv Makim Ishan Paidhungat Siddhant Shah 

Under-18 Girls Shanaya Munot Aashni Parikh Mansi Tanna 

AGE-GROUP FIRST SECOND 

Under-10 Boys Nikhil Sah/Ayaan Munot Aman Mashruwala/Ariaan Bajaj 

Under-10 & 12 Girls Saheba Singh/Mira Dhall Anya Mistry/Mairanoor Singh 

Under-12 Boys Rayaan Sonawala/Raag Narain Shaan Setalvad/Armaan Thapar 

Under-14 Boys Aahir Hattangdi/Aditya Narayanan Mishaal Thapar/Pradyumna Sapre 

Under-16 & 18 Shiv Makim/Vir Makim Ishan Paidhungat/Karun Krishnamurthy 

Under-16 & 18 Girls Anhadh Sahni/Shanaya Munot Alisha Vohra/Aashni Parikh 



 

 

Compiled and Edited by Priti Merchant.  Layout by Zeeba Shroff.  

Thank you to all the teachers who have contributed to this issue of the bulletin !!! 

SECTION FIRST SECOND 

Senior Girls Beta Gamma 

Senior Boys Gamma Alpha 

Middle School Girls Gamma Alpha 

Middle School Boys Alpha Beta 
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Inter-House Chess Tournament: 

 

Inter-House Football Tournament: 

AGE-GROUP FIRST SECOND THIRD 

Under-8 Boys Armaan Malhotra Zidaan Vohra Vikramaditya Banthia 

Under-8 Girls Amatullah Poonawal   

Under-10 Boys Adeesh Patni Arya Ravindra Vihaan Bharwani 

Under-10 Girls Aliza Jetha Mira Dhall Maya Broacha 

Under-12 Boys Agastya Mehra Kiyaan Ajinkya Shaurya Sharma 

Under-12 Girls Samyukta Banthia   

Under-14 Boys Mikhaail Broacha Pradyumna Sapre Aum Wadhwani 

Under-14 Girls Amria Vora Malvika Mehra  

Under-16 Boys Ritvik Radhakrishnan Advait Wadhwani Karun Krishnamurthy 

Under-16 Girls Sara Mehta Samhita Radhakrishnan Suchi Jatia 

Under-18 Boys Siddhant Shah Ishan Paidhungat Abhinav Kara 

Under-18 Girls Shanaya Munot Wyoma Chudasama Aashni Parikh 


