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Introduction 

BIS Bulletin 

The start of a new academic year is 
always an exciting time at school. 
This year has been even more 
exciting, as apart from the usual 
time-tested activities, we have 
initiated new activities and used new 
ideas that are forward thinking and 
would have far-reaching 
consequences that would greatly 
improve the quality of learning at 
BIS. 

We have initiated work for the IB 
Primary years Programme for 
primary classes from Std I – IV. 
This involves teaching a trans-
disciplinary theme through a “Unit 
of Inquiry”. The classrooms have now 
become centres of learning, and the 
students are creatively engaged, 
positively motivated and enjoy 
learning. 

Middle and Senior school teachers 
have also streamlined their planning, 
and April was abuzz with plans and 
discussions on how to make learning 
more fun and more interesting for 
our students.  

These last months have also been 
the crucial time of international 
examinations, with our Std X taking 
the IGCSE and our second batch of 
Std XII preparing for their final IB 
Diploma examinations. While there is 
visible evidence in both IB and 
Senior School of serious preparation 
for examinations, it is only at BIS 
that one will find students kicking a 
football in the field after the exam. 
It is testimony to the wonderful 
philosophy of BIS that we have kept 
alive for over 50 years that while 
examinations are treated with the 

due respect and seriousness, they do 
not become the be all and end all of 
our students’ existence! 

Parent Teacher Meetings were held 
for every class from lower Prep to 
Std X. This is a unique feature of 
our school, where parents have an 
opportunity to meet the teachers 
and understand their role in 
contributing to individual children’s 
education, and also support them in 
the process. 

I would like to wish each one of you 
a very happy break this summer, and 
I look forward to meeting you in 
July once more. 

With every good wish, 

Ms. Seervai 
Principal 
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Over the course of 12 sessions, 32 
BIS students from 8th, 9th, and 
10th standards participated in a 
Global Leadership Lab, which is a 
premier extracurricular program 
that develops global leadership skills 
of students through Model United 
Nations. The goals of the program 
were for students to develop hard 
and soft skills that would help them 
become better leaders with multiple 
skills including public speaking, 
researching, debating, negotiating 
and resolution-writing. 

One of the main objectives of this 
course is to develop global 
awareness in the students. By the 
end of the course, participants had 
debated a diverse array of topics: 
from the kidnapping of girls in 
Nigeria to civil war in Syria, all the 
way to Russia’s occupation of 
Ukraine and how to combat illegal 
narcotics trafficking. Finally, the 
program concluded with a full-day 
Model United Nations simulation, 
where students were recorded when 
debating, so that they could watch 

themselves and learn from their 
observations. 

At the end of the course, students 
felt more confident about their 
public speaking skills, learnt how to 
better structure their speeches and 
were able to persuade other 
delegates in committee. 

For more about the Global 
Leadership Lab at BIS, 
visit: www.projectmodelun.com 

Global Leadership Lab  
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Primary Update 
The first Unit of Inquiry for the 
Lower Prep was – How we express 

Ourselves - in which the central 
idea was how stories can engage us 
and make sense. Many stories were 

told to the children. Then they 
were told about the 4 main aspects 

of a story – the characters, the 
plot, the problem and the solution. 

They were also encouraged to 
weave a story in groups or pairs and 
then dramatize or narrate their 

story or illustrate it.  

Mrs. Seervai narrated the story  
“Have You Filled My Bucket 
Today?” to the students of lower 

prep. In keeping with the central 
idea of the story, the students 

made their buckets, decorated 
them and promised to be bucket 

fillers. 

The Primary school had their 

individual English Elocution 
assemblies. All classes were divided 

into groups and each group 
performed a poem with props and a 
lot of enthusiasm. Std. 3 and Std. 2 

linked their assemblies with their 
current UOIs, with Std. 3 reciting 

poems about the human body, and 
Std. 2 enacting poems about 

animals. It was Std. 1’s first 
individual assembly and the 
students were very excited to be 

on stage. It was also Std. 4’s last 
English Elocution assembly in 

Primary school. 

Upper Prep 

The children of Upper Prep not only 
learnt about the different modes 

of transport but also learnt about 
how the wheel came into existence.  

The excursion to traffic park and 
the railway station along with role 

plays on “At the Airport” gave a 
concrete and hands on experience 

to their learning. 

They realised how different modes 
of transport have been modified 

and redesigned as per human needs. 

Std. I  

Std. I had Mrs. Seervai visit them 
to talk about Yoga and its benefits. 

They learnt about how Yoga was 
developed by looking at animals and 

got NAMASTE certificates at the 
end of the day! 

Std II  

Std II showed a lot of keen 
interest in the Unit of Inquiry 

topic done on Coats, Claws and 
Camouflage. The children enjoyed 

all the activities done, one of which 

was creating their own imaginary 
animal and giving it a name. Another 
was a picture based activity. The 

children had to pick a picture and 
fill up a sheet. Children had to 

make connections. The children 
enjoyed doing research work. They 
made charts to present. 

Std III  

Standard 3 was studying about the 
skeletal system. They learnt the 
parts of the skeletal system 

through a dance and played a dice 
game where they had cut outs of 

the various parts of the skeleton. 

For each number they rolled they 
picked a different part. All of them 

were extremely excited to 
complete their skeleton first. A lot 

of enthusiasm and learning 
happened. 

Std IV 

Std. 4 made Mothers’ Day cards of 

different kinds and types. To 
appreciate the love and care shown 

by their mothers, the students 
made a bouquet of flowers out of 

cutouts. On each flower they wrote 
the reason why they love their 

mother. It developed a sense of 
gratefulness for the presence of 
their mothers in their lives. 
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April 1st 2014 was an important day 
for the students of Std. 4 as on that 
day they celebrated Graduation Day. 
The students entertained the audience 
with a variety of performances. They 
recited rhymes in praise of their 
teachers followed by song and dance. A 

short play in Hindi showcased the ideal 
teacher-pupil relationship. 

The school Principal, Mrs. Seervai 
shared a few words of wisdom with 
the students. She then released their 
Graduation Book.  

Each student was given the Graduation 
book as a token of love and 
appreciation from the school. 

Graduation Day  

This year, Awareness Week was 
from 26th May to 30th May. Across 
the school everyone ‘filled buckets’, 
a concept adapted from the book- 
“Have You Filled A Bucket Today?” A 
Guide To Daily Happiness for Kids, 
authored by Carol McCloud. This 
book, with heartwarming prose and 
vivid illustrations has appeal across 
all age groups by teaching the 
importance of showing love to 
others, saying and doing kind things 
or even simply smiling at someone.  

This leads to a ‘full bucket’ for self 
and others by making everyone 
happy. The book also mentions the 
bully as a bucket dipper, someone 
who has an empty bucket and is 
unhappy. Bucket filling and dipping 
are effective metaphors for 
understanding the effects of our 
actions and words on the well being 

of others and ourselves. 

During Awareness Week, various 
activities and discussions were 
conducted throughout the school to 
motivate each person to make a 
choice to be bucket fillers in their 
daily life. The buzz was felt when 
children were often seen asking each 
other “Have you filled a bucket 
today?” or “don’t dip in my bucket. I 
don’t like it”. This concept provides 
each one of us with a vocabulary 
that encourages positive behavior 
that is rewarding.  

Along with celebrating ‘Bucket 
Filling’, a volunteering opportunity 
was provided to the senior school 
students by being a part of a 
campaign formulated by Kabir 
Karamchandani and Shanaya Manot. 
The campaign intends to reach out 

to the less fortunate children by 
providing them with an opportunity 
to experience a fundamental right - 
to learn and enjoy what they have 
always wanted to.  

The volunteers will teach 
underprivileged children several 
games such as chess, art, drama, 
football and basic skills such as 
reading, along with the English 
language and conversational skills. 
They will be working with an NGO 
called Educo (registered 2009) that 
partners with MCGM and other 
English medium schools. This 
initiative is a student driven 
campaign and will be carried out by 
visiting the non-profit Educo school 
during few hours on Saturday. This 
campaign will start in July after the 
summer holidays.  

Awareness week 

The Senior School Quiz was held on 15th May, 2014.  

It was designed to test the general awareness levels of the students in 
diverse fields and had an interesting mix of questions from Literature, Science 
and Technology, Art, Math and the Humanities. The winners of the quiz were 
the Beta team. 

On the 30th of May, 2014 Std IV enthusiastically assembled in the hall for a 
General Knowledge Quiz. This was an inter house event and there were five 
rounds of questioning. 

Round 1 was Music to my ears. Round 2 covered multiple choice questions. 
Language was covered in round 3. I Spy with my Little Eye was round 4 and 
round 5 was called Rapid Fire. The students enthusiastically participated and 
enjoyed the event. Beta house won the quiz. 

Quiz Time 

This year our ICSE class has done us proud yet again maintaining a flawless 
pass percentage and a class average of 89%. This is a significant improvement 
over last year’s average of 86%. Viplav Agarwal topped the class with a 
whopping 95.83% followed closely by Shivani Suresh with 94.5% and Cyrus 
Lalkaka with 93.5%. Well done! 

ICSE results 
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The Graduation Ceremony for the second batch of IBD students was held on 
April 17, 2014 in the school hall. The event was hosted by the students of 
grade 11, who transformed the hall with their enthralling decorations into a 
venue befitting this solemn occasion.  

The Chief Guest for the evening was Mr. Matthew Spacie, MBE, Founder and 
Executive Chairman of Magic Bus, an NGO that works for disadvantaged 
children. Mr. Spacie made an impressive and inspiring presentation to the 
graduating class.  

The Valedictorian’s address was made by Kahini Shah. The senior most parents 
from the outgoing batch, Mr. Harshad Joshi and Ms. Shefali Shah were 
requested to address the gathering. Shalom Palkhivala of year 12 played a 
lilting melody by Bach on the violin and his classmate, Dwitiya Sapre, sang “You 
raise me up” that touched a chord in everyone’s hearts. Outgoing seniors, 
Priyanka Mariwala, Vikramaditya Joshi and Kanika Basu paid a beautiful verbal 
tribute to their school. The year 11 class gifted their seniors with a lovely 
memento that they would treasure.  

Our year 12 graduates are now done with the final IB Board Exams and 
shortly, many of them will be on their way, westward, to leading educational 
institutes in the United States and the United Kingdom. Some of them have 
chosen to continue their education in India and will begin the application 
process shortly. We wish each one of them a happy future. 

IB Graduation Day 2014 Visit to Spain 

The year 11 Spanish ab initio 
students travelled to Málaga at the 
end of March for the annual 
International Exchange with BIS’ 
partner school in Spain, Colegio 
Internacional Torrequebrada. Each 
student stayed with the family of the 
student that he/she had hosted when 
they had visited Mumbai in February.  

The students spent 9 activity-
packed, enriching days in the 
picturesque Costa del Sol, or the 
Sunny Coast, although ironically, they 
did have a couple of rainy days. The 
school organised a visit to the nearby 
town of Granada where the students 
were awe-struck by the magnificent 
Alhambra palace. They also toured 
the town of Málaga, the birthplace of 
Picasso and visited many monuments 
and places of tourist attraction.  

The students received lessons in 
Spanish Gastronomy, Dance, History 
and Geography and one of their 
projects was to make a movie of their 
journey. Apart from improving their 
spoken and comprehension skills in 
Spanish, the students learned a lot 
about the culture and formed strong 
bonds with their Spanish hermanos 
(brothers and sisters).  

This year, yet again, BISMUN has been an invigorating experience for the students. Though the MUN was conducted on 
April 26 and 27, planning for the event began in December 2013. The students drafted a comprehensive proposal for 
conduct of the MUN that was discussed with the MUN Directors (Ms. Dasgupta, Ms. Vageesh and Ms. Merchant) and 
subsequently submitted to Ms. Seervai and Ms. Karpe. Once the dates and committees were frozen, the organizing team 
spent the next three months drafting study guides, besides accepting Press Applications and managing all committee 
allocations that ensures that seniors attended the MUN as experts who would guide the junior “fresh” MUNers. All the 
hard work and planning culminated in two days of stimulating debate and discussion which helped our students emerge as 
well informed and aware individuals with an open mind to deal with any world issues. 

BISMUN 2014 
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The ‘Brainstorming Camp’ is an annual 
event, jointly hosted by BIS and 
Sophia College with support from 
The Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research. It is an interschool / 
collegiate event, a first of its kind, 
that gives students a rare 
opportunity to conduct hands-on 
scientific inquiry and research under 
the guidance of ‘real world’ 
scientists. 

Participating students choose an 
original research question related to 
Neuroscience and develop their idea 
with the help and guidance of a 

mentor, a scientist from The Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research 
(TIFR). By the end of this program, 
students learn how to phrase a good 
research question, develop sound 
research skills and gain insights into 
the methods of scientific inquiry. 

As a part of the mentoring process, 
we had a workshop on the 26th April 
in which students from all 
participating schools were present, 
along with their chaperones. At the 
workshop Dr. Meher Ursekar 
welcomed the participating delegates 
and spoke about the entire process 
of the workshop. This was followed 
by a session on the ‘Scientific 
method and Inquiry’ by Ms. Pranali 
Shah. 

The highlight of the day was the 
workshop conducted on Scientific 
Inquiry and ‘How to arrive at a 
Research Question’ by Dr. Vidita 
Vaidya, Associate Professor, 
Department of Biological Sciences, 

Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research. The participating 
delegates found this workshop 
extremely useful. 
After the workshop, the 
participating students from each of 
the schools will work on their 
Research topics with the help of 
mentors assigned from TIFR and 
BIS towards their research paper 
presentation. 

This will culminate in the 
Brainstorming Camp to be held at 
BIS from 12-14th September where 
the  students will learn about 
intricacies of the human brain from 
cross-disciplinary perspectives, 
guided by experts in Science and 
Technology, and cognition. Students 
will attend interactive seminars, 
conduct hands-on labs, participate in 
functional neuro imaging studies of 
the brain (fMRI), and will present 
their research papers for which they 
would have worked for about three 
months. 

Brainstorming Camp  

IBDP CAS COORDINATORS’ MEET 

AT BIS 
The CAS Coordinators Meet organised 
by the Bombay International School 
was held on 26th April 2014 with the 
objective of providing a 
common platform to IB 
schools in Mumbai to 
share knowledge and 
best practices adopted 
by them for their CAS 
programme. The meet 
was attended by CAS 
coordinators from Pillai 
Global Academy, Garodia International 
Centre, Jamnabhai Narsee School, 
Singapore International School, 
Dhirubhai Ambani International 
School, Oberoi International School, 
HVB Global Academy, Edubridge, 
MBIS, SVKM JV Parekh International 

and DSB International School. The 
participants highlighted different 
features of their CAS programme 

with an emphasis on 
creating in depth 
reflections, linking CAS 
to other subjects in the 
IB curriculum, 
integrating various 
stakeholders within the 
CAS programme and 
bringing about a shift in 

students’ motivation. The session was 
concluded by a group activity in which 
schools mapped their current CAS 
activities to the CAS learning 
outcomes and then looked for 
opportunities to forge partnerships 
with other schools. 

The Social was held this year on May 
30. As always it was a huge success, 
with the SG making sure the event 
went off smoothly. The AV room was 
decorated and arranged by the 
students with great enthusiasm and 
there was great music and food. 
Everybody had a blast! 

BIS Social 

Year XI student, Paritosh Kanoria, 
won the first prize in “The India We 
Want” Competition organized by CII 
and supported by Aptech. Pranav 
Srinath of class 9 won the third 
prize. The competition received over 
1800 entries and students were asked 
to express their thoughts on where 
they wish to take the country in times 
to come.  

Proud Winners 
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Class of 2014-  

University Placements (June 2014) 

United States of America 
Babson College Syracuse University 

Bard College The George Washington University 

Bowdoin College Tufts University 

Brandeis University University of California – Davis 

Brown University University of California - Irvine 

Columbia University University of California – Los Angeles 

Cornell University University of California – Santa Barbara 

Drexel University University of California – San Diego 

Emory University University of Chicago 

Furman University University of Illinois  Urbana Champaign 

Georgetown University University of Rochester 

Gettysburg College University of Santa Clara 

New York University University of Southern California 

Northeastern University University of Virginia 

Notre Dame University University of Washington - Seattle 

Ohio State University Wake Forest University 

Pennsylvania State University Washington University in St. Louis  ($46500 aid) 

  Wesleyan University 

    

United Kingdom India  
City University, London Ashoka University 

Durham University ISDI Parsons 

Imperial College Awaiting decisions on others 

King’s College London   

Lancaster University   

Trinity College   

University of Bath   

University College London   

University of Edinburgh   

University of Exeter   

University of Nottingham   

University of St Andrews   

University of Warwick   

University of York   



 

 

Std VIII put up an extremely 
thoughtful and thought provoking 
performance for their assembly, 
which tackled the issue of bullying. A 
couple of weeks before the 
assembly, the class carried out a 
survey in the secondary section of 
the school, which enabled them to 
substantiate their performance with 
hard facts. With a Greek chorus, 
they enacted scenes that showed 
different perspectives of the issue, 
which they examined deeply and with 
surprising maturity. They gave us the 
perspective of the bully as well as of 
the one being bullied, and concluded 
with the message that we need to 
know when and where to seek help. 
Overall it was an outstanding 
performance. 

Std VI demonstrated how good 
planning can help create a good 
production. With the help of our 
drama team, Silly Point Productions, 
the class worked on two poems by 
Roald Dahl. Old favourites like 
Goldilocks and Snow White were 
performed with great finesse. The 
morning is best summed up in one 
phrase, “it was hilarious”. However 
the team spirit and excellent drama 
skills were evident throughout the 
performance. 

 Middle School English Elocution  
The Middle School English Elocution 
competition held on May 22 was won 
by Beta house. Dhruv Gurjar was 
adjudged Best Speaker and Anaya 
Shroff was Runner up. 

Senior School English Debates 
The first Senior School English 
Debate was held on May 13. The 
debate on “Media coverage 
influences and affects the voting 
population more than any other 

factor” was won by Beta house. 
Anoushka Mariwala was adjudged 
Best Speaker and Siddhant Shah and 
Nikhill Vombatkere were joint 
Runner up. 

The second Senior School English 
Debate was held on May 29. The 
debate on “The advantages of user 
friendly hardware devices outweigh 
their intrusion to privacy” was won 
by Gamma house. Diva Jhaveri was 
adjudged Best Speaker and Kabir 
Karamchandani was Runner up. 

Senior School Hindi Elocution  
The Senior School Hindi Elocution 
competition held on May 8 was won 
by Gamma house. Taher Poonawala 
was adjudged Best Speaker and 
Raahil Bakshi was Runner up.  

Senior School classes 8 to 10 had 
their Instrumental Assemblies on 
17th April 2014. Twelve children 
performed both, Indian and Western 
music on their instruments. All the 
participants played very 
enthusiastically and kept the 
audience engaged and enthralled. 

The Indian Music Assembly for 
Middle School, held on 29th April 
2014, started with class 5 singing 
'Dharati ne ghunghat pat khole". This 
was followed by class 6 singing  
'Bhul gaya hai kyo Insaan'. Class 7 
sang 'Neeti ke Dohe.’ The poems 
were selected from the Hindi text 
book and set to music by sir Gavas. 
All three classes enjoyed the 
process and were very excited to 
sing songs that they had learnt as 
poems. 

The Western Music Assembly for 
Junior School was held on 6th May 
2014. Class 1 started the assembly 
with a song, ‘A Little Mouse Sat 

Down to Spin.’ Class 2 followed with 
‘Thumbelina.’ Class 3 and 4 sang  
'Una Paloma Blanca' and 'Can You 
Feel the Love Tonight'. All four 
classes sang with a lot of energy and 
enthusiasm and had a lot of fun. 

The Junior School Indian Music 
Assembly held on 3rd June 2014  
for classes 1 to 4 was very 
entertaining with each class singing 2 
songs, one classical and one 
contemporary song. Class 1 sang Raag 
Bhupali Sargam Geet and Sandesh 
Geet in the Gujarati language. Class 2 
sang Sargam Geet in Raag Madhmad 
Sarang and Song of Hathi Raaja in 
Hindi. Class 3 sang Sargam Geet in 
Raag Bhimapalasi and a funny song 
about a ‘Gudiya’ in Hindi. Class 4 sang 
Sargam Geet in Raag Bageshri and a 
Hindi song, ‘Khel, khel mein jama dia 
hai pehla goal.’ This song is based on 
a Hindi poem from the text book.  
All four classes enjoyed themselves 
while performing. 

Words of Wisdom shared at the 

School Assembly by Ms Seervai.  

The Sufis 
advise us 
to speak only 
after our 
words have 
managed to 
pass through 
three gates: 

• At the first gate we ask 
ourselves, “Are these words 
true?” If so, we let them pass 
on; if not, back they go. 

• At the second gate we ask “Are 
they necessary?”  

• At the last gate we ask, “Are 
they kind?” … and then we let 
the words flow…. WE SPEAK!!! 
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